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attendants fell ill  of the malady, and  Henry in a
panic sent his favourite to Hever, whilst he hurried
from place to place in Hertfordshire,    The plague
followed   him.     Sir   Francis   Poyns,  Sir   William
Cornpton, William Carey,  and other members  of
his Court died in the course of the epidemic, and
the dread  news   soon   reached  Henry that   Anne
and her father were both stricken at Hever Castle*
Henry had  written daily to  her whilst   they had
been   separated.      " Since   your   last   letter, mine
own darling," he wrote a few days after she left,
" Walter Welsh,   Master  Brown,   Thomas   Care,
Grion of Brereton, and John Coke the apothecary
have fallen   of the  sweat  in this house.  .  .  . By
the mercy of God the rest of us be  yet well, and
I   trust   shall  pass  it,   either  not  to   have  it,   or
at least as easily as the rest have done."     Later
he  wrote:    "The  uneasiness   my  doubts   about
your health gave me, disturbed  and alarmed me
exceedingly;   and   I   should   not   have   had   any
quiet  without  hearing certain tidings.   JBut now,
since   you   have   felt   as   yet   nothing,    I   hope,
and   am   assured,   that  it  will   spare   you,   as  I
hope  it  is  doing  with   us.     For  when  we  were
at   Waltham   two   ushers,   two   valets,   and   your
brother,   master-treasurer,   fell   ill,   but   are   now
quite   well;    and    since   we    have    returned    to
our  house  at  Hunsdon  we  have   been   perfectly
well,   and  have not   now  one  sick  person,   God
be   praised.      I   think  if you   would   retire  from
Surrey, as we did,  you would escape all danger.
There  is another thing may comfort you,  which
is,   in  truth,   that   in   this   distemper  few  or   ao
women have been taken ill, and no person of our
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